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	SUMMARY

	Strega Nona has a magic pasta pot.  Big Anthony wants that pot.  While she is out of town.  Big Anthony makes his move.


	--- Conversation Questions--- 

	

	(1)  
	Tell me who was the author and illustrator of this book.

	(Answer)  
	Tomie de Paola.

	(Follow Up)  
	What was the main topic of this story?

	

	(2)  
	If you were Big Anthony what would you have done when Strega Nona left town?

	(Answer)  
	Any logical answer.

	(Follow Up)  
	Name a food that you have sneaked and eaten after your parents have told you not to.

	

	(3)  
	Assume you were Strega  Nona.  Would you have left the pat with Anthony?  Why? 

	(Answer)  
	Any logical answer.

	(Follow Up) 
	List some places that you could hide the pot.

	

	(4)  
	Reminisce about a time that you told somebody not to bother something of yours and bothered it anyway.  How did that make you feel?

	(Answer)  
	Any logical answer.

	(Follow Up)  
	Do you ever bother things that are someone else’s?

	

	(5)  
	What is a “Strega Nona”?

	(Answer)  
	A Grandmother witch.

	(Follow Up)  
	There are many names for a grandmother.  What do you call your grandmother?

	

	(6)  
	Name the town that this story took place in.

	(Answer)  
	Calabria.

	(Follow Up)  
	Share with me the town or city that you live in.

	

	(7)  
	Strega Nona put a sign in the town square.  What was it for?

	(Answer)  
	She needed someone to help her keep her house and garden.

	(Follow Up)  
	Is there anything that you need help with?  What are they?

	

	(8)  
	Recall some of the things that Strega Nona did for people in the town.

	(Answer) 
	Cured headaches, helped girls who wanted husbands, getting red of warts.

	(Follow Up)  
	What do you do to help others?

	

	(9)  
	Big Anthony forgot to do one thing to get the pot to stop cooking.  What was it?

	(Answer)  
	Blow three kisses.

	(Follow Up)  
	If you had made up the spell, what would you have done rather than  blow three kisses?

	

	(10)    
	The punishment must fit the crime Strega Nona said.  What was the crime?

	(Answer)  
	Big Anthony bothered Strega Nona’s pasta pot and make all the pasta.

	(Follow Up)  
	What do your parents use as punishments when you do wrong?


	Activities

	

	1.  
	Make an award for Strega Nona for being able to make the pasta pot stop making pasta.  Write in it the date and what it is for. 

	

	2.  
	Write a contract between Big Anthony and Strega Nona stating in it.  What Big Anthony did and that he would never touch her magic pasta pot again. 

	

	3.  
	Write a journal entry form Big Anthony.  In it he is telling about getting a job from Strega Nona, disobeying her and using the pasta pot.  Tell what she made him do with all the pasta that he made in the pasta pot.

	
	


	
	Introductions

	
	

	1.
	Have pictures of foods that you would believe to be children’s favorites.  Ask them to show you which food is their favorite.  Tell them what your favorite is.  The grandmother in our book is famous for making pasta, but she has the strangest way of making it.  Let’s read and see what is so strange about the way she makes pasta.

	
	

	2.
	Show the students different types of pasta.  Ask them if they know how to make pasta.  Tell them that today we will read about a woman that makes really good pasta.  But she makes it in a different way.  Let’s read and find out how she makes it.

	
	


	Book Title: Strega Nona

	Author: Tomie de Paola
	Illustrator:  Tomie de Paola

	ISBN:  0-671-66606-1
	# of Text Pages:  29      AR:  3.9  LEX:  3.9

	Building Oral Vocabulary

	2
	potions
	6
	magic
	20
	barricade 

	Prediction Questions

	5
	What do you think that Strega Nona was doing?

	9
	What do you think Big Anthony is going to do?

	25
	How do you think Strega Nona will punish Big Anthony?
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