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REAR ADMIRAL CHESTER E. CARROLL
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Chester Edward Carrcll was born in Seattle, Washingtom, on July 1, 1900,
son, of John Edward Carroll and the late Mrs. Chaxlotte Wood Carroll. He attend-
ed Lincoln High School in Seattle, and had enlisted service for thirteen months
during World War I. He entered the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland,
on June 15, 1920, and was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 4, 1924,
Through subsequent promotions he attained the rank of Captain on August 7, 1947,
to date from July 10, 1943. He was retired ovn July %, %954 and advanced to Rear

Admiral on basis of combat awardse

After graduation from the Naval Acadeny in June 1924, he had duty afloat
until May 1932, with successive service in the USS MISSISSIPPI, USS MELVILLE,
USS MEYER, USS OAHU, (on Yangtze Patrol, 1929-30), USS PEARY, and USS McCORMICK,
He veturned to the Naval Acadeny in July 1932 and during a two-yeaxr tour of duty
there was attached to the USS REINA MERCEDES, station ship, In June 1934 he
joined the USS CHICAGO, and in January 1926 was transferrved to the USS SIWPSON
in which he served as Execut1ve Officer until May 1937»

From July 1937 wntil June 1939 he was on duty at the Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor,
T, He, and during the two years following served as Engineer Officex of the USS |
SALT LAKE CITY. Detached from that cruiser in Septembar 1941, he assumed command
soon thereafter, of the USS HELM (DD 388), In January 1943 he returned to the
United States, and after fitting out duty at Bath, Maine, he commanded the USS
ABBOTT (DD '629), from her comm1531on1ng, Apxil 23, 1943, until Lugust of that

yedrls

He commanded Destroyer Division 96 in the Pacific from August 1943 to Avgust
1944, 'Tor conspicuous gallantry and intrepiditye..(in that command) duwing the
assault on Rabaul Harbor, November 11, and the invasion and occupation of the
Gilbert Islands, November 18 to 26, 1943...' he was awarded the Silver Star
Medal, The citation further states that he "fought his ships boldly in defense
of the entire task group, inflicting severe losses upon the - enemya..(ana) aiding
in the success of vigal missions in vthis war aredpes '

He was alsc awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat '"V," for “exception-
ally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service while. serving
as Commanding Officer of the USS HELM from 7 Decaember 1941 to February 1943 and
Comander Destroyer Division 96 from August 1943 to August 1944.,," The citation
especially commends him for his display of courage and leadership in the face of
superior ememy opposition In the early attacks on Guadalcanal; for effecting the
rescue of one hundred seventy-five men from the two sinking cruisers, QUINCY and
VINCENNES; and contributing matexially to the success of his divisions operas

tionsg,

In September 1944 he reported to the Commandant Eighth Naval District, and
was assigned command of the Commissioning Detall, Gulf Area, where he remained
until July 1945, Two months later he assumed command of Desiroyer Squadron SIX,
and in January 1946 was transforred to command of the USS SAINT CROILXK (APA 231).
Detached from the latter command in April 1947, he next had a

as Administrative Officer of the Naval Shipyard Pearl Harbor T. H.
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1949 he became Assistant Chief of Staff for Persopmmel o the Commandant, Twelfth
Naval District, He reported in September 1952 to the O0ffice of the Chief of
Naval Operations, where he was assigned duty as Chief of the Naval Section, Miliw-
tary Assistance Advisory Group, Formosa, Taipei, Taiwan, remaining aboard until
June 1954, He then reported to Headquarters, Twelfth Naval District, San Fran-
cisco, California, where he was relieved of all active duty pending his retire-
ment on July 1, 1954,

In addition to the Silver Star Medal and the Bronze Star Medal with Combat
"W," Rear Admiral Carroll has the Yangtze Service Medal, the American Defense
Service Medal, the Amexican Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, World
War 11 Victory Medal, Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp, and the China
Sexvice Medale
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